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consistency peculiar to the visionary character of the
romantic movement. Herder draws his conclusions as
regards the nature of Western civilization; only in the
far away countries of the East can still be found the pri-
meval innocence of man. And what they all so ardent-
ly longed for was achieved, though only, in a dream:
in India they had rediscovered the human soul And
their wish-fulfilment made them identify the soul of
man with nature. The literature bf India expressed
that same identity which alone, according to them, could
save civilization from decay.

n

We have already mentioned Goethe more than
once. His evolution is in many ways similar to that of
Schlegel. Perhaps the main difference between his
response and that of the other German Romantics
consists in the fact that by the time Indian literature
and philosophy had become known to him, he had
already achieved a considerable degree of intellectual
maturity and broadmindedness. We are not surpris-
ed, therefore, to hear him welcome the East, not as
an escape from Western unrest and futility, but rather
as a new source of intellectual inspiration which
might enlarge, but certainly not replace, the Euro-
pean consciousness. Three years after the publica-
tion of SchlegePs book, Goethe writes in a letter to
Count Uvarov, one of tie then leaders of Indology in
Russia: 'Although I could, for instance, only give a
casual glance at Indian literature, my early love for. the
Vedas was again and again nourished on the coatribu-
tions of Sonnerat, the studious efforts of Jones, the trans-